
 

October 25, 2019 
 
 
Board Member Reagan Dunn, Chair 
Board Member Dave Upthegrove, Vice-Chair 
King County Flood Control District 
516 3rd Avenue, Room 1200 
Seattle, WA 98104 
 
 
Dear Chair Dunn, Vice-Chair Upthegrove, and supervisors and staff of the King County Flood 
Control District: 
 
We are writing to follow up on the District’s commitment of support to complete the Lones Levee 
setback project.  
 
This week the project team achieved 60% design, an important milestone for an ambitious 2020 
construction start date. In order to move forward with procurement and to meet fish windows, 
funding for construction must be in hand by February 2020.   
 
This February deadline is well before local funding like CWM and SWM is typically approved 
and available. Due to this early requirement, we are seeking stopgap support from the District on 
this multi-benefit project.  
 
We realize this is a very late request and it is improbable that the District can amend the proposed 
budget to accommodate this project’s funding need. We would appreciate the opportunity to 
discuss options very early in 2020.   
 
Over $3 million has already been invested by the WRIA and King County in Lones Levee. The 
WRIA expects to allocate another $1.2 million in funding through CWM and SRFB in the 
upcoming 2020 grant round. We will be competing again for Floodplains by Design and the 
Puget Sound Acquisition and Restoration (PSAR) Large Capital program, but even if we are 
successful in these highly competitive programs, funding will not be available until approval of 
the State capital budget in July 2021. We are doing all we can to make this project whole.  
 
The Lones Levee setback is a win-win. Addressing habitat alongside flood protection is a simpler, 
smarter, more efficient solution to meet the regulatory requirements of ESA and to protect our 
businesses and residents, and our way of life, over the long term. Multi-benefit projects like 
Lones Levee help us meet our commitments to treaty rights, creating salmon habitat, and 
increasing flood storage for protecting the valley. This project supports ‘Goal 1: Increase Chinook 
abundance’ from the recent Year 2 Report and Recommendations from the Governor’s Orca Task 
Force.  
 
This request is in response to the urgency of the situation for Chinook salmon and resident orca 
populations.  Every year matters in achieving habitat restoration goals to support salmon 
recovery. 
 
With adequate funding, Lones Levee will celebrate its groundbreaking event in 2020 and the 
FCD will be central to that accomplishment, highlighting the district’s commitment to tribal 
treaty rights and local partnerships. It will showcase how the District is getting things done for the 
Green River Valley.  
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Thank you for your consideration. We look forward to our continued partnership to meet the 
challenges ahead. 

 
 
 
 

Marlla Mhoon    Bill Peloza     Dennis Robertson  
Councilmember, Covington    Deputy Mayor, Auburn  Councilmember, Tukwila  
WRIA 9 WEF Co-Chair   WRIA 9 WEF Co-Chair  WRIA 9 Mgmt. Committee Chair 

 
 

cc: The Honorable Dow Constantine, King County Executive 


